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Anncr: [00:00:00] Julie Ryan is a world renowned psychic, medium and medical intuitive who answers the questions most people never think to ask. With more than 30 years of experience and the background as a successful inventor and business woman, Julie combines intuition, clarity, and compassion to help you heal, grow, and move forward.
From connecting with loved ones who have passed to medical questions, pet issues, end of life transitions, and discovering your life's purpose. No question is off limits wherever you are in the world. Take a journey to the other side and ask Julie Ryan. 
Julie: Hi everybody. Welcome to the Ask Julie Ryan show.
It's where we blend spirituality and practicality to help you live a life of purpose and joy. What would happen if we approach the afterlife the same way we approach physics? With curiosity, experimentation, and clear [00:01:00] observation. Well, that's exactly what my guest Dan Dresen has done, a filmmaker, researcher, and pioneer and afterlife studies.
Dan brings a grounded evidence-based lens to spiritual experiences that many people feel, but few can explain. Join me as we explore the patterns, the messages, and the practical steps you can take to understand consciousness, connect with spirit, and navigate your own intuitive experience with confidence.
Please remember to subscribe, leave a comment, and share this episode with your family and friends. Now, let's go talk with Dan. Dan, welcome to the show. I'm so delighted you could join us today. 
Daniel: Thanks so much, Julie. It's a privilege. 
Julie: I'm a big fan of yours. I, before we started recording, I said I'm a fan girl and I feel like I should have a Palm branch and be fanning you or something.
[00:02:00] 'cause I love your documentaries in particular. Thank you. I think you've just done a magnificent job with those, and we'll talk about those in our conversation today. But let's get started with what's the afterlife made of? Where is it, how does it work, and why does it exist? 
Daniel: Wow. Well, I think one of the obstacles to understanding all this is language.
We can only, you know, it's like in, in dealing with the afterlife and questions of consciousness. It's like, you know, trying to stuff a thousand pounds of reality into the five pound bag of language. So we're, we're limited. Um, but I think the closest we can come is to think of consciousness as the fundamental stuff of everything.
The consciousness is primary. And once, once that becomes acceptable, and you can start thinking along those lines, then it's the physical world that becomes [00:03:00] strange. You know, how did all this happen? Out of what? And you know, of course the, the in religious traditions, they, they use the shorthand God for the, you know, the, the ultimate beginning of everything.
Um, when physicists look into the same question, they have different lang, you know, different words for it. But I think the, in, in the community that, that we're part of studying, trying to study all this objectively listening to people's experiences and not writing them off, I think the word consciousness, you know, pretty much is pretty much where we begin.
And the. When you enter into this field of inquiry, at least my personal experience is that my point of view has sort of shifted and, and broadened over the years. So, um, what I'm gonna ask you to do is to re ask me your question again, and I will try to translate. 
Julie: Okay. So let's break it down. Where is the [00:04:00] afterlife?
Daniel: Okay. Um, the question where implies a physical location, and I'm not sure that that concept applies because if the afterlife is everywhere, um, that doesn't exclude, its being right here around us. Um, we, you, again, you can't, you can't stuff the afterlife into a, a physical package. The, the concepts don't match.
So I think again, we have to start thinking in completely different terms, or at least, you know, playing with these ideas of that, that space and time are not what we think they are here in the physical realm 
Julie: concept. They're human creations. Would you agree with that? 
Daniel: Um, they're, they're the conceptions, the concepts, my human creations, our experience of them is modulated by our senses, the way our brains work, the way we [00:05:00] interact with each other, and so on.
But, um, if we're, if we're trying to see beyond all of that, I think we have to be willing to set aside our conventional notions of space and time. So questions like, where is the afterlife? I think we have to kind of get behind that question and ask what, where means? And I don't mean to get too abstract about this, but I, I don't see any way around it that we, we have to kind of step back and maybe be asking our questions from a different standpoint.
And each of that, each of us, if we're going to do that, we've got to inquire within to understand how, where our perceptions come from, that we can even ask these questions. Again, I don't mean to get too abstract, but I, I think we have, if we're going to ask these questions, we have to be willing to sort of deconstruct or let go of, um, the, some of [00:06:00] these traditional frameworks in which we're asking the question.
So, um, the short answer is, the afterlife is all around us. 
Julie: Do you think we're really even supposed to know how this works? 
Daniel: Um, whether we're supposed to know how it works is one question. The other question to me is. Are we supposed to start extending our experience into this greater reality? And, you know, knowing how it works is, is part of it.
Being able to, you know, develop a language about it is really important. 'cause if you don't have a language about it, then it's all mush. But I think the most, one of the most important things is to do, is to do our homework. If we have a, a, if we are personally acquainted with someone who is a medium or a psychic, to work with them to find out what makes them tick and to listen to them.
Uh, it doesn't mean we have to believe everything they say, [00:07:00] but it means that we have to be open-minded and to allow if, if information comes through from a psychic source to at least take it in, digest it, consider it, see how it feels. And if you can do that over time, you'll get a sense of. What to trust and what to question.
And that's a very personal thing. So there's no, there's no magic formula. I think you have to immerse yourself. It's with anything else. You have to immerse yourself in it, become knowledgeable and friendly with it, and, you know, know where the bodies are buried, as it were. Uh, there's, you know, human beings can be deceptive and, you know, self deceptive.
Certainly. Um, so there's a, there's a personal, an aspect of personal experience that's involved in getting friendly with his whole field. 
Julie: Well, I think you bring up a really good point, which is how does it feel? Does it resonate with you? And that's really what it comes down to. I don't believe we're supposed to know how all this stuff works.[00:08:00] 
I think we're supposed to have the human experience, and that's why we're here. Because when we're in heaven, or whatever you wanna call it, we're having the spiritual experience, you know, we're doing all of that. And then we come in, in these lifetimes. I studied kabbalistic healing for many years. Dan and God in the kabbalahs is referred to as E, so which is the unknowable.
And I, I think that pertains to this conversation as well. When I don't understand something, I just sit him. And so, 
Anncr: all right. 
Julie: Is it feasible? Yeah. Well, I understand it when I get back to heaven. Yeah. I believe I will. So that kind of satisfies me in the short run. Is consciousness something our brain produces or something our brain receives?
Daniel: I don't believe that our brains produce consciousness. I believe they affect consciousness. Obviously. They, they, um, take in the information from our senses and [00:09:00] organize it in a certain way that that gives us an impression of reality as we call it. Um, but I think consciousness is again everywhere and is maybe focused in our brains.
And, um, you mean, you know, there's the, the common metaphor of it's being a radio or TV station and, you know, if when we die, it's like when you smash a radio receiver, it doesn't affect the broadcast. And that's a, it's a crude metaphor, but, but I think we, we need little metaphors like that to get us out of the, the, the material, the materialistic fixation on the mechanisms.
And, you know, obviously, you know, the, some brains don't work well and we understand the consequences of that. Um, and some brains work incredibly well, and some brains work extremely well despite a lack of brain tissue. I mean, if, if you look at, at, um, many autistic savants or some autistic [00:10:00] savants have minimal brain tissue.
Their brain cavities are largely liquid. The small amount of brain tissue and these folks can bring in, you know, solutions to mind bending, mathematical problems in five seconds. So, you know, obviously something else is going on and we, when we in, you know, we understand the functions of the brain on some level in, in a completely valid banner, but that doesn't mean that we can extrapolate consciousness to the brain just because we don't have another explanation for it.
So we need to be really careful, um, because reinforcing these older concepts in our culture just makes it harder for us to, to get to a new place about it. 
Julie: I agree. And when we get that information, I call those divine downloads. That's what I call 'em when I get 'em. And I think, okay, that's a divine download.
I haven't thought of it that way. I'm an inventor of surgical devices with a [00:11:00] communication degree. How's that work? Well's? Divine Downloads, even before I knew woo woo. And I think we all have situations like that where we get a a thought about something or a gut feeling about something or whatever. And those are all downloads coming from Spirit in my opinion.
You've referenced a couple of times, Dan, about our belief in materialism has constrained our civilization's understanding of space, time, life, death, all of that consciousness in general. What are we missing? What's the big thing we're missing? 
Daniel: Oh, um. You mean besides having fun? 
Julie: I agree, that's a big one. Um, 
Daniel: yeah, we're missing everything that's outside the materialist box, and if we don't know what that is, we need to at least poke our noses outside the box to find out.
And that very often requires [00:12:00] suspending disbelief. It doesn't matter, it doesn't mean automatically believing in everything that comes down the pike, but it does mean the, the willingness to do one's own exploration, whether that's, um, you know, through books and reading or just listening to people's own testimony.
I mean, I personally tend to believe that, uh, most of the people we know who wouldn't admit to having any interest in any of this have had their own experiences. And the fact that it's not common knowledge is just, it's a social issue. You know, I, and in my book I say, how do we know that our next door neighbors aren't talking to their dead uncles every Wednesday at 9:00 PM We don't, because you can't talk about this stuff, or people will think you're crazy.
So how much, how much of the truth is being veiled in our whole culture by simply social, social convention? I, I'm old enough to remember that in the 1940s, [00:13:00] the UFO issue was no big deal. It was a matter of common, it was a curiosity, fascinating curiosity. People talked about it all the time. And then in the 1950s, this curtain of ridicule came down and that completely cut off, or I should say it, it, it destroyed the, the, the public community of inquiry into what this was.
I remember growing up in New Jersey in the 1940s. Every evening is a major newscaster in, in major New York radio station. He'd give his news report every evening, and he would also give UFO sighting and landing reports. Really? And this is just, yes. Yeah. Frank Edwards on WOR am in New York. 
Julie: Oh my gosh. Um, 
Daniel: and then in the 1950s, this was all wiped out by, I believe it was a, a particular Air Force memo that essentially brought the curtain down.
And so only, and [00:14:00] now, you know, so many decades later, we're finally beginning to, to be able to peek behind that curtain in, in, uh, in a way that seems to be accelerating. Now, I don't pretend to know all of the human politics and galactic politics behind all this, but it's an issue like the question of consciousness.
And it may be very much closer to the question of consciousness than we think. This obviously, if. Even 50% of the reports are to be believed. Our friends out there, uh, are privy to a higher level of physics than we are, and that this level of physics is more closely related to consciousness than ours are within our materialist framework or our materialist illusion, if you wanna call it that.
So I think all these phenomena are trying to drag us kicking and screaming out of an old framework of [00:15:00] perception. And, uh, I, I think it's really exciting to be alive at this time when, when all this is going on and accelerating, how, how long it will take for us to get to whatever the next step, step is. I don't know, but, uh, I know my hat's in the ring as far as, um, you know, just doing what I can to, um, illuminate these questions in, in the best way that I can and hopefully help others.
Open their minds. 
Julie: Let's change directions for a second. Have we misunderstood death? 
Daniel: Yes, we do misunderstand death, most of us. Yeah. Um, we, we, you know, obviously we, if, if we're stuck with our identity equaling our body, well then death is the end by definition. Right. The problem is that identification with the body.
And, uh, once we get that straightened out, it's a whole different ballgame. Right. That's my experience. 
Julie: What do you think [00:16:00] happens when the body shuts down? 
Daniel: You mean physiologically or subjectively? 
Julie: Yeah, physiologically. When somebody dies bodily death, what happens? 
Daniel: Well, I'm, I'm, no, I'm no medical expert or, or practitioner.
So I think the, you know, I think the conventional medicine pretty much has that nailed, you know, we understand the, the shutting down of the bodily processes. There are recent discoveries that the brain may be active. On some level for a much longer period of time than we'd suspect it. And that, that has now tended to be used as a, an explanation for, for NDEs and, and, um, terminal lucidity and that sort of thing, which remains to be seen.
But, um, you know, the, the physiological shutting down of the body is pretty well understood. As far as the subjective experience, my impression is that it's very individual, just like our [00:17:00] lived experience as individual. You know, you, you and I could walk into a department store together and we'd notice completely different things, right?
And we'd have different associations with them, and someone might come walking along that one of us knows intimately and the other's never seen before. And it's a completely different experience of interaction. Okay? I mean, this is just examples. I'm pulling outta the air here, but it's the same thing.
The same for the thing is, you know, the experience of leaving our body, whether it's voluntary, um, or involuntary, uh, it's gonna be, it's gonna be subjective, it's gonna be different, it's going to be dependent on many things that are our subconscious in, in, in the process of crossing over. As I understand it, the process of the so-called life review that follows we're we're achieving access to our own subconscious, which we've carried with us and have, have had to conveniently, um, sort of store away in order to live our [00:18:00] lives.
And when we pass over that, um, compartmentalization, excuse me, is no longer necessary. And so we ha we begin to have greater access to in, in memories, impressions, inner experiences. That, uh, you know, that we filed away and that we have to confront. I'm a friend of mine recently passed away, and, um, I was, I work with a team of mediums, that's a whole other conversation.
And this person came through someone I knew very well, and she obviously was having access to parts of her subconscious that were not accessible to her in life. And I think that's part of what, what we call a life review is about, that we, we get to, uh, we get, we get to witness and re-experience, uh, what we've stuffed and, and to confront it and take responsibility for it.
And the, the degree to which we've [00:19:00] stuffed it, I think determines the challenge of, of, you know, reengaging with it once we're on the other side. Um, but we, for most of us, I think we, we get through that and, um, you know, and, and emerge with a, with a cleaner psyche, you might say. 
Julie: It's been my experience, Dan, in working with literally thousands of families who have a loved one who's dying, that we're all surrounded by angels and the spirits of deceased loved ones and pets.
And I can describe what grandma looks like, grandma's spirits there and you know, their collie lassie or their horse trigger or whatever. And uh, and now there's university based research to validate that, that shows that 90% of people at the end of their lives do in fact see and can communicate with spirits at the end of their lives.
So I love it when science catches up with woo woo, 'cause woo, we've been around a whole lot longer. If you had to choose, Dan, [00:20:00] can you think of something that would be at the top of, of one of the most convincing pieces of evidence that consciousness survives bodily death? 
Daniel: Well, um. Now I didn't, I didn't pay you to ask this question, but I want to get that straight first of all.
Now, I would say that that, uh, my other documentary Calling Earth would be a place to start. Um, this is this documentary, it's a 90 minute documentary about what's called instrumental trans Communication, and which is a fancy word for, um, hearing the voices of the deceased through electronic equipment.
It's been going on since the 1950s when, uh, tape recorders were first, they first became consumer items and people were recording their, you know, their, their kids singing and their pastors preaching and [00:21:00] whatever, you know, their high school bands. And occasionally on these tape recordings, people would hear voices that didn't seem to belong there.
And in the United States, they, these things would tended to be dismissed as well. It's the machine is picking up a radio broadcast somehow, whatever, and, and no one did anything about it. But in Europe it was a different story. And several researchers, um, scientists, physicists, philosophers, um, became fascinated with this one.
One was a man named Friedrich Jorgenson. He was a Swedish, uh, artist and filmmaker and opera singer and polymath. And he was a, he was out, he was working on a documentary about nocturnal bird sounds of all things. So he had his, his new tape recorder that he bought and he recorded was out one night recording the sounds of these birds.
And when he played the tape back, [00:22:00] he heard between the bird sounds. He heard faint voices discussing nocturnal bird sounds. And, um, at least according to the lore we have about this experience. And he thought, well, this is interesting coincidence. Some, there must have been some radio program discussing nocturnal, nocturnal bird sounds.
And he sort of filed that away. But not long after that, he heard the voice of his deceased mother calling him by his childhood nickname Frito. And this, this was what really sparked his interest. And he spent the rest of his life looking into this and recording thousands of hours of these anomalous voices on tape.
Uh, he was joined for a while by a man named Constantine Latvian professor and, and, uh, researcher who then went off and did his own work. And by the time he died in 1974, he'd recorded between 60 and 70,000 of these anomalous [00:23:00] voices. He actually put out a phonograph record, a, a vinyl record at the time with, with dozens of these voices, an literally answering questions that he put out.
Um, so this is a very solid phenomenon. And, um, for a while it became quite popular in the 19, late 1980s, early 1990s, there was an international group that was doing this work very successfully, very consistently. And then what happened at a certain point was that one member of the group started accusing another member of fraud.
And at the moment that happened, everyone's results collapsed. And what, what they said was the contact field collapsed because of this. And it wasn't just that, that someone was inquiring and trying to, trying to find out whether this, there was fraud, it was an accusation. And that was the energy that that quote broke the contact field.[00:24:00] 
So, and which is an important lesson for us, I believe, which is not to be blind believers, but also to to be respectful with each other. Talk about keeping the vibration up. That's a, such an important part of it. In any case, p individuals have continued to, to work with this practice over the years. Uh, some have gotten very good consistent results.
I think it's an individual thing, you know, whether you have on some level better contact with those particular deceased relatives and so on. Children, primarily, um, in terms of the results you get. Um, but hearing about, it's one thing you've gotta try practicing it, and that takes patience. And not everyone, I mean, I'm, I'm a journalist in this area, I'm not a practitioner.
And I realized that if I really wanted to get into this, I would really have to devote myself to it. So it involves a focus of consciousness. It involves a, uh, [00:25:00] a relationship with someone on the other side very often. Um, but it is, the important thing is it is a very, very robustly verified phenomenon. And, uh, it includes not only voices through audio equipment, includes images on TV screens, um, on computer screens.
There's, uh, a, uh, professor at the University of Western Ontario who's doing a whole study on anomalous text messages received on smartphones. This has been going on for some time. Uh, there are some people feel that AI is capable of this. I'm not one of those folks because I understand it well enough to realize that there, that there are a trillion more impediments involved in the ai, in the structure of AI than there is in just a very simple piece of electronic equipment.
So then that's a whole other discussion that I probably don't, shouldn't get into here. That's, I'm, I'm working on a sort of an [00:26:00] essay about that. But, um, the, the, the point is that using very simple, easily accessible equipment, if we have the dedication and the patients and a good connection with someone on the other side, this can happen.
It often happens spontaneously, especially with the text messages, and you've probably heard of, of anomalous telephone calls that have been received, uh, around the time of the, of someone's passing. So, and again, the telephone is a relatively simple device, so, um, that's, that's kind of where I stand about this.
Anyway, my, my documentary called Calling Earth, uh, is available online. Um, there's a, a, uh, an abbreviated url. It's BIT ly slash call Earth. One word. BT ly slash callers and, um, you'll see the, the variety of, of phenomena that occur. 
Julie: We'll, we'll have that in the show notes. [00:27:00] Two personal experiences for me.
First of all, on the voice recording, they, what I know of to be called is a EVP, electronic voice phenomena, I think is what they refer to it. There was a graduate of my class, Dan, named Lisa, who passed, and she lived in Washington. She had brain cancer that had metastasized throughout her whole body. She was in horrific pain, you know, like parts of her brain were kind of, I mean, it was awful when she went through and we did a living wake for her the day before she died with the.
What do they call it? The death with dignity pill or whatever they call it now. And there were probably 50 of us on the call graduates of my class, and we all told her how much we loved her. And I thought, my God, how fabulous is that? We need to be doing that for everybody instead of everybody talking good about 'em after they're dead, let's, let's talk good about 'em to their face so they can, 
Daniel: that's wonderful.
Julie: [00:28:00] Realize that. And in that conversation, she, one of my graduates said, can you let us know when you get to heaven? And Lisa said, yeah, I'll let you know. And she had a very thick New Jersey accent. So the next day at noon, she dies. It's all peaceful. All of that. Couple hours later. One of my graduates did the EVP thing and you could hear her clear as day.
Dan go, I made it. It's amazing. In her New Jersey accent, it was no denying that was her. That's number one. Number two, my best friend died a year ago, September, died in her sleep, heart attack, very unexpected on my cell phone. Six times she, my cell phone will be sitting on my desk and it lights up and it's calling her.
Now her number's been disconnected. It's not in my context [00:29:00] anymore, but it shows up with her picture in her name. And my phone is calling her old number, and her name's Lisa too. And so I'll say, Lisa, do you need to talk to me? And then I'll get her on the line, you know, telepathically. So I could personally attest to what you're talking about.
I've witnessed it myself. Not to mention I talk to spirit all day long, you know, of all kinds, you know, all kinds of ways. But yeah, they definitely use the electronics, flicker, lights, everything. That's very common. Um, 
Daniel: that, that's, that's the most, the most common form of instrumental trans communication.
Yeah. And it's probably the easiest for them to do because just, just a simple, there's nothing sophisticated about a simple switching on and off, 
you 
Disclaimer: know? 
Daniel: But one, one of the things you said reminded me of one of my favorite quotes. It may have been by Seth or some other entity. It was, um. Death is perfectly safe and natural.
It's like taking off a tight shoe. [00:30:00] 
Julie: I love it. Exactly. 
Daniel: I keep that in mind. 
Julie: How, how have these phenomena, and I, I wanna do a deep dive in a couple minutes here about, about your documentaries and they're, they're just terrific. And anybody that doubts this stuff, my goodness, you know, you've got so much information on there and you got all these experts and b brainiacs that are validating what the information is coming into the mediums.
But how is seeing all of this and, and being in this SP space, has it affected your life in, in general? 
Daniel: Um, it's certainly in affected parts of my life.
It's certainly in affected parts of my life. I mean, I, I live a daily life like anyone else does. Uh, but yeah, it, it has, has shifted the context of my life. We all, we all sort of have a big picture of what reality is and what our lives are about. And, um, it's like I and [00:31:00] certainly many others, um, who are focused in this way, um, don't see the, the, the physical world and the physical environment as, um, sort of anything more than a temporary condition.
Anncr: Mm-hmm. 
Daniel: Um, it, it, it doesn't change its nature, but it change. Certainly for me, it changes my relationship to it, you know, because, because it's not the whole picture, 
Julie: right? 
Daniel: You know, it's here, it's now it's valid in its own way. Um, you know, I still have my human life to live my relationships, my, you know, necessities of life.
Um, but they exist in a bigger context. And I know that if I, you know, if I were to leave today. The context would shift, you know, um, it's, it's just, it's, again, it's, it's out, it's outside the bounds of our common language. So all I can say is [00:32:00] that my expectation is it will feel like taking off a tight shoe.
Julie: Mm-hmm. What I've heard a bazillion times from Spirit, Dan, is it's as if we're all actors in a movie or a play, and we're playing a role, and that role is predicated on what our spirit wants to come in and explore and experience this round. And there are many scripts, many subscripts. So when I'm working with somebody and, and the maternal spirit is around a loved one who's dying.
My client will say, oh, my mom was terrible. My mom was like the worst human ever born and blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. And I'll say that was a role she was playing. All spirits are pure love. So when you meet her in heaven, you can take her an Oscar and go, mom, you were horrible. But you played that role really well.
And I think of, and you know more about this than I, but I think of the actors, many actors when they're interviewed and they'll say, what was your favorite role? And a lot of the time, it's the [00:33:00] bad guy or the bad gal. And they said, there's so many nuances about it. But it was the most fun role for me to play in my career.
And, uh, I 
Daniel: guess because that, that role breaks taboos. 
Julie: Yeah. Yeah. How'd you get interested in all this afterlife stuff? 
Daniel: Well, um, I think the, the two main influences were for, well, I've, I've been into weird stuff all my life, um, you know, starting with the whole UFO thing. So I've never, I've never bought the, the, the standard reality package to begin with.
But I would say primarily in the early 1990s, uh, when I met Mark Macy, who was a, a researcher and author in this field of instrumental trans communication, um, that's when I started to get really focused on the question of afterlife communication. And, um, spent a little time at the Monroe Institute, uh, learning some of their practices and so on, and influenced by a lot of, uh, books and teachers and so [00:34:00] on.
So, um, my focus, you know, really for throughout the nineties, mo nineties and early two thousands was mostly in this area of afterlife communication. Um, and then, uh, in the late nineties, I met. Um, two wonderful women who are amazing mediums. Uh, gene Love and Regina Ochoa. Jean lives in Los Angeles. Regina lives in the western panhandle of Nebraska in the middle of, of open country, beautiful area.
And uh, but they, they had met each other in California some years ago, and they're best known for having channeled the, um, astronauts of the Challenger and Columbia space shuttles that had been lost in those two accidents. 
Julie: Wow. 
Daniel: They, they were overwhelmed at first after the Challenger was lost. They were overwhelmed with communications, uh, particularly from Krista Iff who was [00:35:00] the, the, the first civilian astronaut who was also a school teacher.
And she had actually the most difficult death in that incident. Uh, it's a long story and she called out to many mediums. I've met several who had heard from her at the time, one who actually had to tell her to go away because her, her, her angst was just so intense that the media couldn't handle it. But my, my friends, Gina and Regina both heard from Krista and the other astronauts who had died in that, in that event.
And, um, long story short, this went on for quite some years, still going on. So we're getting to understand some things about the different phases of the afterlife experience and the changes that, that these folks go through over time. And of course, their experience of time is different from ours. We can only rec reckon it in our own linear way.
Um, but anyway, I've been working with [00:36:00] these two wonderful mediums since 2019. We have a website. It's called Cosmic Voices. Do network cosmic voices, one word.network, not net.net. Cosmic voices.network. And this website, uh, includes transcripts of some of the channelings that these two women have done over past decades.
Um, Jean who lives in Los Angeles is a, a trained singer, and she's, she relates to the community of artists and entertainers. And so when someone in that field passes over, they have her name over there, and they'll often be contacted very shortly after they pass over and provide the backstory. Of, of their passing and their, and their afterlife experience and how their sense of identity has changed.
'cause these are, many of these people were household names [00:37:00] and you know, on the other side, they're just individuals, you know? 
Julie: Right. 
Daniel: They're not, they're not famous now. 
That's 
Julie: the role they were playing. Right, 
Daniel: right. But it's really interesting, um, because those people who have chosen lives, public lives like that are, are expressing very different parts of, of, of their nature.
Um, we, we heard, and one of the, and you can read this on the website, um, do remember Liberace 
Julie: Liberace? Yeah, that's what I'm hearing in my head. Liberace. Yeah. 
Daniel: So Liberace checked in with us. 
Julie: He was character 
Daniel: a while ago. He was a character. 
Julie: Yeah. 
Daniel: And, and he, he said that he had had a series of very sort of dour dark lifetimes.
He said, I decided this time I'm gonna have some fun and I'm gonna express this whole other part of myself. So he became this in this flamboyant, very talented, flamboyant entertainer, which [00:38:00] apparently was the total opposite of the types of characters he had explored in previous lives. That's when I find this particular channeling fascinating in that way.
Um, and of course there there are many others, uh, others who are household names who, who can see a whole other side of, there are two in particular who are sticking around very close to the physical plane to, to be of service. Uh, one of them is Robin Williams. 
Julie: Oh, what a brilliant man. Oh my goodness. 
Daniel: Wow. I know.
We, we can be on, on our Zoom calls with each other, but the mediums in me. And sometimes Robin will crash the zoom call through gene, usually. 
Julie: Oh my. Oh my God. 
Daniel: And, and, and will have us in stitches 
Julie: I bet 
Daniel: in a moment. You can't make him up. But he can, he can also get very serious. I mean, he's, you know, talked about why he took his own life and, um, which is not, it was, wasn't a simple thing.
It had to do with [00:39:00] consideration for his family and, and so forth. Um, another is John Denver, who is, 
Julie: ah, interesting. 
Daniel: I also like Williams working through a number of mediums. Whoever, whoever will, will, will take the message. They'll, they'll put it through to them. Um, and these are folks who have, among others who have decided to remain fairly close and not explore the higher element, higher aspects of the afterlife so that they can, they can pay back.
To the world they were in and, and you know, both their loved ones and, you know, whoever will, whoever, whoever will receive their presence and their message. 
Julie: Let's get to the Soul Experiment. Tell us about the skull experience. It, that documentary is so fabulous. It's one of my favorites. So tell us about the SKU experiment.
Daniel: Well, um, there's this tiny English village of sku. It's about a half hour northeast of Cambridge in the [00:40:00] county of Norfolk, northeast of London. And, um, in the late 1990s, um, a group, mainly two couples, um, who had some background in, in the, in the psychic and spiritual fields, uh, decided to undertake this experiment, uh, in concert with a team on the other side.
They acquired, uh, one of the couples acquired this house, which is seven beautiful old 17th century farmhouse in this village. And which had, was, was said to have been located at the intersection of certain lay lines, if you know what the, what those are, suppose in lines of, of energy in the, in the earth.
It also had a wonderful cellar. It was like an old wine cellar or storage cellar below ground, uh, which they had cleaned up and fixed up beautifully as their meeting place where they had their sessions. And, um, [00:41:00] over a period of about five years, they held 500 sittings in this room, um, to work with this team on the other side.
And, and they, they were, they, it was basically, they called it a skull experiment 'cause it was an experiment from beginning to end. They worked with this team to create these experiments and see if they worked the spirit team on the other side, which, which included maybe a dozen kind of permanent characters and others who came in and out.
Um, and it was chaired by this Victorian lady, the very polite Victorian lady, um, who, who sort of directed traffic. Um, anyway, the, uh, the phenomena that they produced were there was a huge variety. There were airports, objects that simply appeared out of thin air and fell onto their, onto their table, central table.
Small objects like [00:42:00] coins and jewelry and little thingies. Uh, but the, the most impressive were two newspapers that had been printed in the 1940s, uh, during the war years. One of them came through, they were, they were in, in conversation with a deceased medium, Helen Duncan, who was jailed during World War II because she somehow knew things that were defense secrets.
And so she was jailed as a spy and, you know, for no fault of her own. Um, and even Winston Churchill tried to spring her from, and it didn't work. So she, her life was, was ruined by this. Um, anyway, there was an article about her in this 1944 newspaper, and while they're talking to the spirit of Helen Duncan through the mediums, um, this newspaper just falls onto their table with a front page article about he and Duncan.
Julie: When [00:43:00] these items fell out of the sky, whether it be a broach or a spoon, or a coin or whatever, or the newspaper, did they stay in physical form or did they just appear and disappear? And when you were filming the documentary, did you get to hold or feel any of these or see them personally? 
Daniel: Yeah. Um, they, they, they did not disappear.
They remained, remained solid. Um, the, the team were told that these were never stolen from anyone. Uh, that they were object that had been discarded or who had, that had belonged to the experimenters in a previous life. So it was, it was presumably conducted ethically in this way. Um, you know, the objects would, the, the, the environment was almost pitch dark.
Um, and there are important reasons for that. That's a whole other discussion. But everyone wore, uh, luminous wrist bands every. Movable object in the room, had little luminous tabs [00:44:00] on it so that, so that you could see, you know, that you could, there was no hanky panky going on. Uh, their table was constructed so no one could reach under it, that sort of thing.
Um, and over the five year period, not only did they have hundreds of visit, invited guests, visitors to witness these things, but for a period of two years, they, they were accompanied by skeptical investigators from the Society of Psych for psychical research in London. And who knew? They knew all the trick, you know, all the, the, the, the tricks of the scammers.
They never once found any evidence of hacky packy. 
Julie: Well, and you held the newspaper from the 1940s? 
Daniel: Yes. 
Julie: And did it look like it was all yellowed and old, or did it look new or what? 
Daniel: The, now, this was about five years after the newspaper had appeared, 
Julie: right? 
Daniel: Um, the outer pages had begun to yellow. The inside pages [00:45:00] were still pure white.
Julie: Interesting. 
Daniel: And that, that would, that would be the normal way that the, that the pages exposed to air would yellow first. And that's exactly what, what I discovered. So they had, you'll see in the film a, a kind of a display of all of the objects that, that they had received and, um, that I was able to handle the objects in the perfectly ordinary little objects.
Nothing unusual about them, but, you know, technically they could have been just put there, you know, there's, you, you can't prove the age of these things. But the newspapers were a different story. 
Julie: I, I remember when I watched your film, Dan, that at one point the spirits were taking pictures with a camera and there was a camera that was a physical camera that we would use today that was floating through the air, and there were spirits that they couldn't see that were taking pictures of different views of that.
Tell us about that. I thought that was remarkable. [00:46:00] 
Daniel: It was that the, um, the story goes that at one point the, uh, the spirit team asked the experimenters to, this is a conventional film type camera, not a digital camera. Um, the experimenters were asked to load film into a camera and just put the camera on the table.
And during the session they heard the camera levitating around the room with the shutter clicking a number of times, and then the camera floated back down to the table and they were, they were asked to develop the film. And, uh, I believe this was color film that they put in the camera. So they developed, had the film developed and on it were 11 black and white pictures, which they were told were photographs that existed somewhere in the world.
And they were actually able to track some of these originals down. Not all of them, but some of them. And they were, they were diverse. They, there was just, there was a great variety of these images. You'll see, that, you'll see it in, in my documentary. Um, so that [00:47:00] was interesting. And then after that, they were asked to just put the role of film on the table and if the spirit team felt that they had achieved their objective, they were asked to develop the film.
And when the, when the um, SPR investigators were present, they had a locked box that they put the film in to make sure no one touched it. And so it was, it was a very well controlled experiment. So, uh, in and in, in these cases, they developed the film. They, they used, um, Polaroid 35 millimeter film, which you could develop in your little tabletop development machine, so they could do it right the same day.
And, um, they very often got incredible images. Some of them were, um, like artwork that stretched across the entire length of the film, kind of wi whimsical artwork, um, writings in various languages. Uh, one a [00:48:00] poem. Signed WW for William Wordsworth. That was a variation on one of his most famous poems. 
Julie: I got goosebumps on that one.
Daniel: Right? It was, there's all this kind of stuff that was just, was quite, it was whimsical, it was interesting. Um, they had been doing some, um, electronic voice experiments at the time too. And one of the visiting, um, inve, uh, investigators, uh, had a question about how this could be improved. So on the next role of film that they developed was a diagram showing how that improvement could be done.
And it was signed TAE Where? Thomas Alva Edison. 
Julie: Oh my. 
Daniel: And they, they, they, they la later got a copy of, uh, Edison's actual signature and it, and it matched. So who knows? Um, this, you know, we're, we're talking about, um. A psychic, a psychic network on the other side that operates on the basis of [00:49:00] association pattern recognition.
Right. Resonance in, in short 
Julie: and analogies. 
Daniel: And you, right. And, and when you set, when you set a, a particular form in action psychically, it's like it's addressed. It's like, it's like a, uh, an email that sent out to the entire internet and only the receiving address will catch it. It's an analogy, but 
Julie: yeah.
What I teach about that too, Dan, is it's like you refer to this earlier, the satellite tv, you know, our heads are like big sunlight TV dishes, and where we focus our attention and intention. AI new acronym for attention intention. We tune to that frequency and frequency. Every spirit has our frequency.
They keep throughout all their lifetimes is what I've experienced. And every thought has our frequency. So when we're thinking of something, we open up, we're tuned to that channel and [00:50:00] that information can come in and be downloaded. And to your point earlier, when you have a TV set that's on the fritz and it's not, you're not able to receive your satellite TV channel, well, it's still broadcasting your receiver's just down.
And that's how we are. I think our human bodies can be energy receivers to connect in with the frequencies that we get through from spirit. 
Daniel: And even, even, I think, you know, frequency may itself be, um. Only a sort of metaphor. It may be something else, but fre it, we're familiar with the concept of different frequencies and how they interact, and I think it's, you know, it's valid to use that term, but I get a sense that a, a frequency is actually a limited pattern, but thought forms are more complex than that.
Julie: Mm, good 
Daniel: point. And, and I think it's the uniqueness of a thought form as a whole that finds its, its destination. But again, [00:51:00] that's just my, my way of looking at it. 
Julie: Well, and if, and if that's the case, then that resonates with me, what you just said, uh, that, that leads me to believe that spirits communicating through energy fields and modalities that haven't been discovered yet by humans.
Yeah. And I think that's certainly feasible. 
Daniel: But it, but it worked. It works regardless of whether we have a theory behind it or not. You know, we tend, we tend often to have, have to feel like we need to justify it by putting forth some known theory that could explain it. It's gonna work whether we explain it or not, you know?
Julie: Yeah. Well it goes back to, I think there's a lot of stuff we're not supposed to know. We're just supposed to have the human experience of it and, and do that. One of my favorite quotes is by Sorn, Kirk Guard, which says, there are two ways to be fooled. One is to not believe something that's real and something else is to believe something that isn't real.
And I think that pertains to all of this too. [00:52:00] Do you think that science, based on your playing in this space now for decades, and certainly talking with the mediums and the experts and everybody in between, all the scientists and the academicians and those folks, do you believe that science is starting to confirm what mediums and mystics have been saying for centuries?
Daniel: Um, uh, the short answer is yes. Uh, the long answer is that we have a ways to go. That, that there are those who are interested and those who are not, there are those who are interested and feel constrained to admit that they're interested. Uh, so it's a work in progress. I think that we, we've made a lot of progress, particularly in the last, I don't know, 20, 30 years, particularly starting in, uh, with the recognition of the near death experience.
That's, that's been a big, a big mover, um, because it, I mean, for some reason it's had less [00:53:00] resistance than other, other, um, phenomena and modalities. So that's gone a long way. Um, and, and it's, I think it also was effective because enough skeptics were able to explain it away in their terms that it was safe to talk about.
Julie: Right. 
Daniel: So, um, and of course the skeptics could only explain it away if they didn't look too deeply into it, if they were only explaining away like the popular conception of it. Yeah. Um, but anyway, it was a start. And, um, you know, we're, we're beginning to recognize in a more general sense that this stuff's been around for millennia.
You know, the oracles the, the, the 19th century, uh, spiritualism movement, all these things. You know, there, there were elements because it's operating in the human sphere. Yes, there are elements of, of, uh, say limited integrity sometimes, but that doesn't mean that the rest of it was garbage. And, you know, and allowing for the [00:54:00] fact that our culture tends to filter these things out, we have to assume that there was even more going on than our culture has allowed, allowed us to have access to.
But I think that, you know, particularly with the, with the, um, the internet, uh, although there's a lot of garbage on the internet too, uh, and, um, you know, places like Wikipedia could be infected with skepticism that has gone unpunished. That's a whole other, whole other discussion. Um. And when I say, when I say skepticism in this way, I don't mean genuine skepticism, I mean dogmatic skepticism, uh, which, which has been, I think, very harmful.
But I think even that is on the way out now. Um, and, and there there's less and less for the dogmatic skeptics to hang onto. As, as you know, the, the whole question of, of, of, of psychic functioning is becoming more and more scientifically validated. 
Julie: Mm-hmm. I think there's a really good explanation for why we're seeing a [00:55:00] shift in that with the dogmatic skeptic stand.
And my explanation for that is they're dying off. And like younger people haven't been inundated and brainwashed that this stuff isn't true because a lot of 'em have experienced it and they haven't been taught, oh, that's a sin and you can't do this, and blah, blah, blah. I just think they're dying off.
Daniel: Yeah. 
Julie: And so that's, listen, 
there's 
Daniel: an old, an old saying, science precedes one funeral at a time. 
Julie: There you go. I love that. I got a couple more questions for you as we're winding down here. I could talk to you all day long, sir. Well, let's 
Daniel: talk all day. 
Julie: Yeah. Okay. What's an easy way that people can begin noticing the signs from deceased loved ones?
Daniel: I wanna say all of the above. You know, there, there are so many ways. I mean, for, for one thing, not necessarily dismissing what seemed to be coincidences or odd little moments. Um, you know, this communication could happen in any number of ways. [00:56:00] Uh, I think the important thing is not to worry about it. Not to worry whether it's real or not.
At first. Just be open to it and, you know, when something happens, notice it carefully. You know, write, make notes, whatever. Just try to keep it, keep the incident alive, record it, whatever you do. Um, and just, and just stay open. You know, some, sometimes it can be just some, some conscious, subconscious thing washing up.
'cause obviously if you're talking about a loved one who's deceased, there's a lot of emotional stuff that goes with it that can influence us. But at the same time, we, we, we can't automatically dismiss things as imagination, you know, as, as, as confabulation we, we've got to pay attention to these things.
And, you know, not without judgment. I think that's very important, particularly for people who, who are doubtful or skeptical in themselves. Just don't worry about it one way or the other. Just appreciate it for what it is. Don't have to prove it [00:57:00] or disprove it. Just be with it and, and, and see if it's helpful.
And that to me is, is the, the main thing I, on, on one level, whether something is real or not, depending on how you define that. And we may each have our own de definitions. Question is, what's the experience like? So don't either write it off or make too much of it, be with it. And then if it, if it seems to be a doorway to something richer that's opening up, um, um, um, say a process of increased communication with someone on the other side, let it happen.
Un unfold naturally. Don't, don't try to either rush it or, or block it just to be natural with it as you would with any other situation. It's like, you know, meeting, meeting a friend, a new friend for the first time. You know, it doesn't, you, you, you haven't concluded a relationship there. You're just with it, uh, feeling it out and, and seeing if, seeing if it fits.
[00:58:00] So I think any, any kind of, of, of dogma about it one way or the other can block the actual experience and the richness of whatever it is that that comes into our lives. 
Julie: I agree. Last question, Dan. Why do we incarnate. 
Daniel: Uh, well, from my, from my current perspective, I think one of the reasons that I came in this time was to do exactly what I'm doing to, um, to, you know, contribute my, whatever my little contribution can be to, uh, a shift of awareness in our world.
I had, prior to my coming in, um, I believe I had a per, and this is a, it's a long story, but I was at a workshop some years ago and as part of the workshop there was a meditation. I'm the world's worst meor, I have to tell you. But I went into this meditation and instantly for some reason, I was, found myself [00:59:00] tumbling upward through a tunnel and finding myself floating in space, looking at the planet.
And in this, whatever frequency I was looking at it in the planet looked like this beautiful, huge white billiard ball of, of matter and energy. Beautiful. And it was rotating. And as it rotated, what came into view was this very ugly swelling on part of the planet. It was like a big red welt that was swelling up from it had this terrible energy about it.
I said, what is this? What is this? What is this? And then it struck me. I was seeing the energy of World War II in Europe radiating from the planet and on, on being struck by this. I went back into my body and I cried for three hours. So, and I was [01:00:00] born in 1942 while the war was still going on. And so. I, I appreciate, I mean, the, the, the period from post-war, post-World War II until now is, at least for those of us in the western world, the cushy ist time in history.
This is something I've only begun to appreciate now later in my life, but that they, anyway, getting back to this question of the war, I, it was my, my duty and my pleasure to act in this world in whatever way can, um, get us beyond the need for that sort of thing as individuals and as a civilization. And, you know, I'm, I'm, I'm just one, one foot soldier in the army, you might say.
Anncr: Mm-hmm. 
Daniel: But, you know, I think we're, we're all. [01:01:00] Doing our best to, to move our own consciousness and the consciousness of those with whom we interact into a higher state where, where the, this kind of level of, of, of separation and conflict is no longer necessary. 
Julie: When you look back on your life, do you, can you see the trajectory that you were on that led you to where you are now, how to become a filmmaker, how to research stuff, how to write, how to get the experts involved to validate what your premise is and all of that before you got into the energy and the afterlife and all of that.
Woo. In Taoism means source. I love the word woowoo 'cause it's fun, but it means worse. So before you got into the woowoo, can you see your life on a trajectory that led you to where you are now and what you've [01:02:00] created in the afterlife space? 
Daniel: Yes, the answer is definitely yes. Uh, I can see the patterns of my early childhood, um, the, the, my family situation, uh, which partly was such that I had to leave it as soon as I possibly could, which led me into the field of film.
I grew up in the New York City area. Met these documentary filmmakers in the early 1960s who were the first people to do so-called cinema verite, where their equipment was portable enough that they could actually put it on their shoulder and document real people in real events. This was not technically possible before that.
Um, so they were my. Filmmaking mentors, my documentary teachers. Um, and I followed that by a career of 20, 30 years of being a documentary cameraman, traveling around the world and so on. Um, and that ran until about the point where I started to become aware of the afterlife in a, in [01:03:00] a more organized way.
Again, I was, I was always a little far out, but basically focused on, on worldly affairs and my career and so on. Uh, but it was, uh, again, in, in the, in the nineties when I became more focused on the, on the, on the, the spiritual end of things. And, you know, I was pleased to have the, the skills and also the presence of my co-producer, Tim Coleman, with whom I made these films, um, who was, who was similarly oriented.
Julie: Well, Dan, thank you for having the courage to put all of this information out there to validate and corroborate with those of us that are in the woo woo space. Know to be true, number one. Number two, I think you're brilliant. You're as brilliant as you are, charming and creative, and I think all of those takes 
Daniel: one to know one.
Julie: Ah, thanks I, I think that you're really a remarkable fellow and I am just delighted that you took the time to join us and share some [01:04:00] of your wisdom and your experiences with us this afternoon. How can people learn more about you and your work? 
Daniel: Well, the, the two websites I would recommend are, well, I have a personal website, which is dan drazin.com, D-A-N-D-R-A-S-I n.com.
Um, and you'll see some various aspects of my work and so on. And, and also the, the new science work that I've been involved in. Um, and then there's Cosmic Voices Network, uh, which is my, my current preoccupation. And, um, I, I think folks who, who will bother to go there in the first place will find it, um, really interesting, um, interesting and enjoyable and perhaps enlightening experience.
Julie: Okay, terrific. And we'll have all of that in the show notes. Okay, everybody, lots of you. Lots of things here for you to unpack. In the meantime, sending you so much love from Sweet Home, Alabama, wha, and from Northern [01:05:00] California where Dan is too. We'll see you next time. 
Anncr: Thanks for joining us. Be sure to follow Julie on Instagram, YouTube, and all social media platforms.
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